SEASAT, the first satellite designed to assess the value of microwave sensors for remote sensing of the world's oceans, was launched on June 27, 1978. The satellite operated successfully until October 10, 1978, when a power failure brought transmission to a stop. Despite its short lifetime, SEASAT acquired a wealth of data on sea-surface winds and temperatures, ocean wave heights, internal waves, atmospheric water content, sea ice, topography of the ocean surface, and shape of the marine geoid. Analysis of these data has demonstrated the success of SEASAT in accurately measuring, on a global scale, important oceanographic parameters from space.
